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Focus on the person and is linkable at individual level

Captures data on multiple domains of functioning 

Creates a longitudinal source of data to monitor 
change

Captures information on salient contexts

Can link information on child, care givers, and household
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Security and Privacy: Core Concerns
• Data security: RFA follows industry standards for privacy and data protection and is 

compliant with SCDIS-200 information security and privacy standards set forth by the 
Department of Administration’s Division of Information Security. The Enterprise Privacy 
Office of the Department of Administration has been involved with RFA to ensure proper 
safeguards of citizen privacy.
– All data are encrypted at rest. 
– Access to the data is restricted to personnel directly involved in the project; data access is monitored and 

audited.
– The systems and procedures protecting the data are regularly subjected to third party review and penetration 

testing. 
– Upon hire and annually thereafter, all staff are required to receive privacy and security training and sign 

confidentiality agreements.

• Data collection: Data collected by state agencies for the administration of their respective 
programs are included in the Integrated Data System.   New data are not collected by 
RFA.

• Data privacy protections: The data are protected by the Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), a federal law that protects the privacy of student education records; 
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) as amended by the 
Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH); and other 
state and federal laws. 

• Data release: Only statistical results that do not identify individuals are released; 
exceptions to this only exist if required by law or at the request of the data owner. Data 
owners approve data for release.
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Established Projects

• DSS ABC Child Care Quality
– Quality monitoring system
– Analytic cubes and dashboards

• Office of First Steps
– Primary data collection system
– Evaluation support

• SC Profile – www.scprofile.com

• SC Birth Outcomes and Maternal, Infant and Early 
Childhood Home Visiting Initiatives

6/19/2019 8
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Preschool Development Grant 
(PDG B-5)

• SC-DSS and SC Office of First Steps lead agencies, with a broad 
range of partners covering virtually the entire early care landscape 
in SC 

• Strategic planning will initially be organized across seven (7) broad 
areas: 
– Governance and Alignment (to include transitions);
– Demographics and Program Participation/Access (to include parent choice 

and knowledge);
– Workforce Development; 
– Program Quality (to include an analysis of ECE facilities issues);
– Early Intervention; 
– Data Systems (to include data sharing and data governance); and,
– Monitoring and Accountability.
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Needs Assessment and Strategic Plan for a 
“coordinated mixed system of care.”

• Child-serving agencies and organizations sharing a common vision, 
goals, and outcomes for the state’s B-5 System;

• Coordination, collaboration, and alignment across the state’s mixed 
delivery system that supports an increase in access for families;

• Shared recruitment and application processes;
• Coordinated efforts to maximize parents’ knowledge of the ECE 

System and available services;
• Statewide activities to support transitions for children between 

various early childhood programs and into elementary school;
• Shared professional development to better meet the complex social 

and emotional development needs of vulnerable children and 
families, including trauma-informed care;

• Expanded supports to providers to improve quality; and
• Improved data-driven decision making.
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RFA – Grant Deliverables

• Information in support of grant Comprehensive 
Needs Assessment
• Inventory of existing data and data sharing processes 

for inclusion in grant deliverable
• Inventory of data and process gaps for inclusion in 

grant deliverable
• Use of existing data where needed to assist stakeholder 

focus groups’ consideration of data needs

• Information in support of grant Strategic Plan 
that delineates the role of administrative data and 
data integration process in SC’s emerging 
coordinated mixed system of care.
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For further information…

W. David Patterson, Ph.D.

Director, Health and Demographics Division

David.Patterson@rfa.sc.gov

803-898-9954
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overview

Two-Generations in Child Protection: 

A Dual Opportunity  
Andrea.Eastman@usc.edu



section

(and why you should love record linkage!)

1
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partners

[ thank you. ]



linkage

Probabilistic de-duplication and cross-program linkage of records using 
an algorithm trained / customized for California data (machine 

learning)
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Dataset A Dataset B
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vital birth 

records

population-based 

information

Birth 

Cohort

Child A

Child B

Child C

Child D

CPS Report Death

Home Visiting

Low 

Birthweight

CalFresh

X

records

full universe 

of youth 

from X

XX
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prior work 



prior work 



parenting

22

referrals substantiations foster care

California 

Parenting Youth in 

Foster Care 



cohorts 
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30%

services

55% 68%
Non-minor Mothers with 

Long, Stable Placements 

Minor Mothers with Short 

Periods in Care

(Largely) Minor Mothers with 

Long, Unstable Placements 

and Mental Health Needs 

class / cluster 

(proportion)

reported to CPS

attributes

Mother’s case history shows strong 

social and parenting support

“Ms. [foster mom] has been raising 

[mom] as though she is her own 

daughter, as [baby] at this point 

continues to view Ms. [foster mom] 

as her grandmother.”

Mother’s case history shows mothers 

are in care due to circumstances 

surrounding pregnancy 

“…Sexual Abuse to minor mom (age 12) 

by unknown perpetrator was 

substantiated. mom was six-months 

pregnant.”

Mother’s case history shows little social 

support, rejection of voluntary services, 

and serious issues impairing parenting

“[Mom] stated, ‘I need to get emancipated 

and get out of the system.’ She stated that 

she would like to emancipate from the 

system before she turns 18.” 



30%

services
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55% 68%
Non-minor Mothers with 

Long, Stable Placements

Minor Mothers with Short 

Periods in Care

(Largely) Minor Mothers with 

Long, Unstable Placements 

and Mental Health Needs 

class / cluster 

(proportion)

reported to CPS

attributes

Baby’s case history shows need for 
improved parenting skills/child 

supervision

“…mom loses her temper easily with  

son (age 2). Her discipline style is to 

redirect son when he is acting out or 

she puts him on a timeout for one 

minute

Baby’s case history shows parenting 
issues due to mother’s development or 

trauma 

“This worker asked her where the 

baby's car seat was and she stated she 

did not have one and thought it was no 

big deal.”

Baby’s case history shows serious 
issues impairing parenting

“Drug-exposed infant. The mother 

admitted using methamphetamine.”



• uniquely vulnerable population

• proportion of children with early CPS 

involvement declined 

• information collected at birth was related to child 
outcomes 

26

• the desire to live with the father 

• negative experiences in care 

• fear of surveillance

• placement stability/co-parents (e.g., Whole 

Family Foster Homes)

• identifying a range of services (e.g. trauma 

informed, subsidized child care, parenting) 
• continued support beyond age 18

• data integration/linkage



publications 
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Crossing The Great Divide
Integrating Early Childhood Learning Data with K-12

Marcy Lauck, Co-Director SVRDT & Director of Data Governance, SCCOE

Melinda Waller, Director Early Learning Data Governance, SCCOE



VISION 

Silicon Valley Regional Data Trust

SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 29

SVRDT is developing a scalable, secure data 

environment that supports research, policy and 

practice to improve outcomes for children, families 

and communities.



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 30

Converging Vision

2018

DataZone & FosterVision

MOU 

Established 

2015

SVRDT established as an initiative of the SCCOE and established as a 

research center at University of CA, Santa Cruz

UCSC



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 
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SCCOE’s Early Learning Initiative

Early Learning 

Dashboards

District Data
District Data

District Data

Early Learning Data

¨ Early Learning Demographics

¨ QRIS Indicators

¨ Health Screening

¨ Other Screening Information

¨ Assessments of children’s progress



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 
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Goals for the Early Learning Initiative

u Develop the infrastructure and data governance for Early 

Learning cross-agency data sharing 

u Create a systems map for data sources and key data elements

u Use the CDE’s Unique Identifier as the common link across all 

early childhood providers and school districts

u Build out links to early learning providers

u Build out Early Learning dashboards



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 
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Progress to Date

u Monthly meetings of the Early Learning Data Mapping 

Collaborative to map source systems

u Assignment of SSIDs for 0-5 year olds

u FMSD is the demonstration site for Early Learning 

dashboards. 
u Vision, hearing and dental screening data

u DRDP for PreK, TK and K students

u Data is linked between PreK and K
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PreK DRDP Growth…

2017-18 Pre-Schoolers’ DRDP

The legend shows earlier to later skills progression

Responding earlier Integrating later
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Can Now Inform Kinder Teachers’ Knowledge

2016-17 Pre-Schoolers’ DRDP Results for their 2017-18 Kinder Teachers

SED-1 = Social Emotional Development: Identity of Self in Relation to Others

John Doe
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First Early Learning Health Dashboards

Students Referred for 

Follow Up Hearing Testing
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First Early Learning Health Dashboards

Cohort of Students 

Needing Follow-Up 

Hearing Testing



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 38

First Early Learning Health Dashboards

Who are the students who 

weren’t making progress?

These are the DRDP scores for the students referred for follow-up hearing testing



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 39

First Early Learning Health Dashboards

This child has made no progress all year in 

his reciprocal communication and 

conversation. 

I wonder if his lack of 

progress is a result of 

the hearing concern?



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 
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Where We Plan to Go With Data Elements

u Early Warning Indicators

u Chronic Absenteeism

u Behavioral/Mental Health Interventions

u Family Support Services

u Developmental Concerns (ASQ)



SCCOE: Equity | Diversity | Inclusion | Partnership 
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How We Plan To Scale

u Head Start/State Preschool in Santa Clara County

u Health Screening Data

u DRDP Student Outcomes

u Chronic Absenteeism

u Bringing data to Kindergarten programs in select school 

districts

u Building data literacy among leadership & teachers on how 

to leverage this data for student impact 

u Consulting with CDE to inform on key data elements for an 

ECIDS design as part of the PDG-B5



Questions? 
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